
                            

 

 

 

Statements from members of the Carlisle Area Board of School Directors:   

“I know Dr. Colleen Friend is absolutely thrilled about this opportunity! Her passion and devotion to the 

Carlisle community will continue to shine as she assumes her new role as Superintendent.” Anne 

Lauritzen, Vice President 

 

“After an extensive search and having interviewed seven candidates, I am pleased that Dr. Colleen 

Friend is our choice for Carlisle’s next superintendent. That an opening in Carlisle attracted so many 

strong candidates reflects favorably on the attractiveness of our community and schools. While public 

education faces many challenges, I feel confident in our district’s leadership, outstanding faculty and 

staff, and the support of our community.” Jon Tarrant 

 

“Dr. Colleen Friend is an exceptionally experienced educator and administrator who brings a wealth of 

expertise to the Carlisle Area School District.  Her knowledge as a former teacher, principal, and 

assistant superintendent will serve her well as she transitions into this well-earned role as the new 

superintendent.  I look forward to working with her as she exercises her talents to support teachers, 

students, parents, and the community.” David Miller 

   

“All of the children, teachers, and parents of our Carlisle Area School District will benefit in the years 

ahead from the leadership of Dr. Colleen Friend as our new Superintendent.  Dr. Friend combines a deep 

understanding of our school district with a unique ability to integrate new and innovative ideas into our 

comprehensive approach to public education.”   Rick Coplen 

 

“I am proud that Dr. Colleen Friend will be assuming the Superintendent position.  She is a 1988 

graduate of Carlisle High School, taught at the elementary school level, served as an assistant principal 

at Carlisle High School, a principal at Wilson Middle School, and most recently as Assistant 

Superintendent. I believe she will bring energy and new ideas to the Superintendent’s position.”  Linda 

Manning   

 

"After a thorough search process and interviews with multiple well-qualified candidates, it turns out that 

the best person to lead the district forward is Dr. Colleen Friend. I am excited for our district as Dr. 

Friend channels her deep roots in and passion for the Carlisle area community with her fresh ideas to 

empower the district to rethink how education is provided to meet the needs of our students and help 

them be productive citizens in our rapidly-changing world." Bruce Clash 

 

“Dr. Colleen Friend is deeply rooted in the greater Carlisle community and the school district, which 

makes her exceptionally skilled at dealing with people at all levels both within the district and the 

broader community. Dr. Friend understands the uniqueness of the Carlisle community and will work 

diligently to listen to parents and teachers and resolve issues in a timely manner.” Sue Bower  

 

“I am very proud for Dr. Friend to be the next Superintendent of our district. I have known her for many 

years and worked with her on the Buck a Book fundraiser for the Employment Skills Center. She helped 

turn this project into one that benefits students while at the same time raising money to benefit the 

community. Dr. Friend has always focused on keeping ‘what is best for the student’ in the forefront of 

her thinking, and I look forward to what she will bring our students in the coming years.” Jerry Eby  
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